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We are all different people, and we all 
want different things.   

There’s no one solution that suits 
everyone! 



 

 

Let me repeat. There’s no one 
solution that suits everyone! 





Some of us will want to stay where we are 
right now…till they carry us out in a box! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Although the house is starting to get too big!) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of us are moving to a golf course 
community in the sun! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some of us may want to live in a hotel and 
have others look after us hand and foot! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  Some of us might like to live on a cruise-ship! 



Some of us will want to move to an apartment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of us may chose to move into a  

seniors housing facility 



Some of us might decide to 
shock our friends and move 

into a redneck mansion… 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But perhaps in more suitably designed housing 





I’ll touch on this a bit more later on 















Danielson Grove by the Cottage Company, Kirkland WA  Ross Chapin Arch 











The size of the home is usually related to  
the size of the lot 





For those who prefer a more modern look! 



• Maximum height  
• ‘footprint’ (no 

greater than a 
double garage) 

• parking 
requirements  

• rental or    
ownership 

• building code 
requirements 

Laneway Cottages Inc. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people worry that Vancouver’s laneway 
housing is often out of scale or character with  

neighbouring properties 



But it’s not as bad as some Toronto examples! 









3 single family lots, each redeveloped with  
a duplex and a coach house and garages for 3 cars 



View from the lane 



From the street it looks like three larger houses 





Accessibility, 
adaptability and 
livability features 
 

 Kitchens -pantries, 
drawers and ‘lazy susans’ 

 Better lighting 
 Provision for support 

bars in bathrooms;  
medicine cabinets, 
drawers for toiletries  

 Raised electrical outlets 
and lever hardware  

 Wider corridors , wider 
stairs with backing for 
stair lift if ever required; 

 Incorporation of 
SAFERHOME design 
standards 

45 





While condominium living offers many 
benefits, it’s not for everyone! 



Cambie Street, Vancouver 



They even had a laneway unit over the garage 



However May 2012  legislative change allows  
Party Wall Agreements to run with the land 









 







The Lanesborough by Geller Properties/Polygon Homes 



A mix of townhouses and apartments 





 12 two bedroom life lease 
units help subsidize 99 
affordable rental one 
bedroom suites; 

 Land leased at no cost from 
City of Vancouver; 

 Part of Bayshore, one of the 
most expensive housing 
communities in Canada 







However, successful developments will have to respect 
North Shore history, context and unique character 

 Howe 



Port Townsend, WA 
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